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could be connected.

By Taylor Crumpton

July 24, 2018

On the night of July 22, Nia Wilson and her sister

Lahtifa Wilson were stabbed after they disembarked a

Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) train at MacArthur

Station, according to local Fox affiliate KTVU. The

fatal incident resulted in the death of 18-year-old Nia,

a graduate of Oakland High in California, while

Lahtifa was rushed to a local hospital to receive

treatment for her critical injuries.

The man accused of carrying out the attack, 27-year-

old John Lee Cowell, was arrested on July 23 and

charged with first-degree murder, assault with a

deadly weapon, and theft, according to The New York

Times.

A witness described the incident to The San Francisco

Chronicle, saying he saw one of the sisters bleeding

from the neck and saw the suspect “poking” the other.

The witness said he heard no arguing or yelling before

the attack.
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Alicia Greyson, Nia’s mother, described her daughter

in an interview with KPIX, the local CBS affiliate,

saying, “She was a cheerleader. She played

basketball…She had her CPR training…She was so

smart and gifted.”

-1:56

https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2018/07/23/slaying-victim-died-helping-stranger-bart-train/
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According to the BART Police Department, the

suspect is in custody. The East Bay Times reported on

his history of arrests and restraining orders, and

included a statement from Carol Kincaid, his

neighbor, who described the accused assailant this

way: “I think he would absolutely kill somebody if he

had something against someone.”

Nia’s murder was felt throughout the community of

Oakland. Anti Police-Terror Project and Community

Ready Corps, Bay Area-based social justice

Nia Wilson
about 8 months ago
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organizations whose mission is to uplift

disenfranchised communities of color in the region,

hosted a vigil on July 23 at the MacArthur BART

station, where the attack occurred.

Thousands of people gathered there to honor Nia’s life

and marched together from the station toward Make

Westing, an uptown bar where the Proud Boys, a

white nationalist group, were rumored to have

planned an event that same evening.

At the vigil, several community members spoke to

Teen Vogue about the loss of Nia, the disclosure of

information by BART Police, and the scheduled white

nationalist activity in their community.

Kenzie Smith, a City Council candidate who received

national media attention after #BBQBecky called the

police on him at Oakland’s Lake Merritt park,

described the death of Nia as “a hard loss for us as a

community, especially as a young woman of color

being slain on a BART.”
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A BART spokesperson told KTVU that the suspect had

boarded the train at Concord, the same stop as the

Wilson sisters, and followed them when they

disembarked at the MacArthur stop.

“BART was trying to hide something and cover up

something, and we’re going to get to the bottom of

that as well,” Smith said, referring to the 12-hour

delay after the incident before the release of the

suspect’s image to the media. According to The

Mercury News, police did not release images of the

alleged attacker until the afternoon of July 23.

According to KGET, the suspect was arrested the night

of the vigil on a BART train after tips from community

members. ABC7, the local ABC affiliate, received video

of the suspect’s arrest by police officers and shared it

on its official Twitter.
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women all day basically. Terrified for our mothers, our

grandmothers, ourselves personally,” said Ashley

Yates, a pro-black writer and organizer based in

Oakland who spoke at the vigil and throughout the

march on July 23. “An attack like this that is so clearly

driven by racial hatred, right, but also just

unexpected, and out of nowhere.”

But police aren’t so sure. “Up to this point, we do not

have any information that suggests it is race-

motivated, but we can’t discount it at this time,” BART

Police chief Carlos Rojas said during a press

Darwin BondGraham
@DarwinBondGraha
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conference on July 23. “That is currently still under

investigation.”

Yates expressed the impact of Nia’s death on the

community.

“You can never measure when someone is lost to

violence, but then on top of that, you have the added

indifference from the state knowing that we’re even

more unsafe than anyone else out here,” she said.

Regarding the rumored white nationalist event in the

area, Yates said, it “just seems really coincidental to

me, that someone was murdered” while white

nationalists are apparently organizing in the area.

According to CNN, police have not yet connected the

suspect to any radical right-wing or white nationalist

groups, but Rojas said that police are investigating “all

angles” because of his “violent past.”

“[It’s] the very type of violence they seek to enact, the

very type of violence they seek to stir up in

communities, and they somehow, they were not only

not involved in this, but they never had any intention

of being involved in things like this?” Yates asked.
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Yates spoke about the release of the suspect’s images

by the BART Police Department: “We know that BART

is heavily surveilled, and it took 12 hours for us to get

pictures of this person who committed an act of

domestic terrorism.”

“Waiting 12 hours, when we know that BART is

heavily, heavily surveilled — we know that not only are

there cameras, but there are guards walking around,

there are guards in cars, walking around,” she said.

“There are people patrolling it 24/7, and somehow it

took 12 hours for us to not only get pictures of, and

images of this person who murdered someone.” Teen

Vogue has reached out to the BART PD for comment

on the time it took to release the photo.

SFBART
@SFBART

9:30 am update: We will be releasing still 
surveillance images at a media event within the 
next several hours.

SFBART @SFBART
BART Police detectives are meticulously 
investigating the stabbing death of a young woman 
and injuries to another. The suspect is at large. We 
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update the media and public today. We will posts 
updates here.
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Tur-ha of Community Ready Corps told Teen Vogue,

“It’s our responsibility to organize ourselves in

multiple ways in order to prevent [this] and protect

our children. A crisis like this should motivate us to do

types of organizing on multiple levels to make sure

this is not happening to our babies.”

For those who attended the vigil, images and pictures

of the event were shared on social media using the

hashtags #NiaWilson, #SayHerName, and

#JusticeForNiaWilson.

The vigil ended at the Oakland bar Make Westing,

where members of Nia’s family and community

leaders spoke to attendees about Nia’s life and next

steps for Oakland after the tragic act of violence.

Darwin BondGraham, a staff writer for The East Bay

Express, recorded various events that occurred at the

vigil on his personal Twitter, such as the aparent

intervention of local police officers after community

members allegedly “chased” several men identified as

Proud Boys.

Darwin reported the presence of Nicole Rhodes, an

Oakland police officer who in 2015 shot and killed

Demouria Hogg, an Oakland resident found

unconcious in his car. A community member named

Sasha told Teen Vogue that she heard a police officer

say the “n-word” to a member at the vigil. Teen Vogue

has reached out to the Oakland PD about this claim.

http://www.aapf.org/sayhernamereport/
https://www.eastbayexpress.com/oakland/ArticleArchives?author=2602710
https://twitter.com/DarwinBondGraha/status/1021589445735137281
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/oakland-police-lawsuit-demouria-hogg_us_56392e95e4b0411d306eb45d
https://twitter.com/lucasguilkey/status/1021599206933315584


2/2/19, 7(45 AMThe Oakland Community Remembered Nia Wilson With a Vigil Following a Fatal Train Station Attack - Teen Vogue

Page 11 of 14https://www.teenvogue.com/story/oakland-nia-wilson-vigil-fatal-train-station-attack

Get the Teen Vogue Take. Sign up for the Teen

Vogue weekly email.

Want more from Teen Vogue? Check this out:
White Supremacy and Misogyny Are Connected, the

Anti-Defamation League Argues

Lucas Guilkey
@lucasguilkey

Nia Wilson was a rapper, so her sister out here 
blasted some of her music #sayhername

24.8K 7:33 PM - Jul 23, 2018

11.4K people are talking about this

https://www.teenvogue.com/newsletter/subscribe?newsletterId=248815&sourceCode=articlelink
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/white-supremacy-misogyny-connected-anti-defamation-league-argues
https://twitter.com/lucasguilkey
https://twitter.com/lucasguilkey
https://twitter.com/lucasguilkey/status/1021599206933315584
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1021599206933315584
https://twitter.com/lucasguilkey/status/1021599206933315584
https://twitter.com/hashtag/sayhername?src=hash
https://twitter.com/lucasguilkey/status/1021599206933315584
https://twitter.com/lucasguilkey/status/1021599206933315584
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256


2/2/19, 7(45 AMThe Oakland Community Remembered Nia Wilson With a Vigil Following a Fatal Train Station Attack - Teen Vogue

Page 12 of 14https://www.teenvogue.com/story/oakland-nia-wilson-vigil-fatal-train-station-attack

nia wilson white supremacy california

oakland attack

The Racist & Misogynistic History of Prom-8:02

RACE 1 / 14

The Racist & Misogynistic
History of Prom

Naomi Wadler On Black Girl
Magic: 'Our Mela...

The Politics of Hair | Teen
Vogue Take

Sponsored Stories

Online MBA|
Sponsored Listings

Getting Your
MBA is Easier
Then Ever -
See Why

Dental Insurance |
Sponsored Listings

What To
Consider When
Purchasing
Dental
Insurance?
Search For
Dental

NYMag

Suffer From
Incontinence?
Try Willow
Underwear -
Adult Diapers
That Don’t Look
Anything Like…

Powered by

https://www.teenvogue.com/tag/nia-wilson
https://www.teenvogue.com/tag/white-supremacy
https://www.teenvogue.com/tag/california
https://www.teenvogue.com/tag/oakland
https://www.teenvogue.com/tag/attack
https://manyon-conesome.com/8abf413e-07de-41c9-86d1-0c839fb9508c?publisher_name=$publisher_name$&section_name=$section_name$&ad_title=Getting+Your+MBA+is+Easier+Then+Ever+-+See+Why&doc_title=my-mba-degree-info.com&ad_id=00f0031ffe5101d2c4a9ba5f5bb2a65f8c&section_id=$section_id$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
http://mydental-insurance.com/?q=Dental%20Malpractice%20Insurance&gt0=8&ggb=1&gjl=t2l&a=srh_obr_00_00_--tc-1157-spid-1-dmid-8--&g57=1157&gu8=173&g1d=47&gks=YahooHQ&g8i=0.2&aid=004ba6ec2707d5ee79b130a0329a64d7ad&gr3=$section_name$&gkf=$publisher_name$&glb=0083b8fd072a1a77840ad9688872249330&g2z=$uuid$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&oiu=$section_id$&rty=$publisher_id$&zb6=00e8ae58002118f0905e381eaa9cc71398&obOrigUrl=true
http://nymag.com/strategist/article/willow-underwear-review.html?utm_campaign=nymag_willow-underwear-review_prospecting_desktop_onboarding_none_news-politics_12919&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_term=$section_name$&utm_content=00e4a03166d739f015f70b999261e35a80&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en


2/2/19, 7(45 AMThe Oakland Community Remembered Nia Wilson With a Vigil Following a Fatal Train Station Attack - Teen Vogue

Page 13 of 14https://www.teenvogue.com/story/oakland-nia-wilson-vigil-fatal-train-station-attack

READ MORE

WELLNESS

By serena
sonoma

WELLNESS

By HK Gray

ENTERTAINMENT

By Lauren Rearick

FASHION

By Alyssa
Hardy

Trend Chaser

[Photos] Andy
Griffith Ruined
More Careers
Than Any Other
Show

Topdust

Here's
Everything You
Need To Know
To Get Your
Best Hair Ever

Miss Penny Stocks

[Pics] Kylie
Jenner's Baby's
Nursery Looks
Like It Took A
Lot of Thought
To Design It

What
Dating
and…
Love is
Like
For 10
Non-
Binary
People

Young
People
Who…
Want
Abortions
Need
More
Than Roe
v. Wade

Watch
Alexandria
Ocasio-…
Cortez
Dance to
Selena
Gomez,
Beyoncé,
and More

Yara
Shahidi
Wore …
Outfits
in 1
Day
and I
Need
to Talk
About
Them

MORE FROM TEEN
VOGUE

CONTACT

http://www.trend-chaser.com/entertainment/andy-griffith-show/?utm_campaign=ags-d-us-r-0-0-181105-tc-ob-b9-a1&utm_term=donknottsblue1200dks.jpg&utm_source=ob&utm_medium=$section_id$-ob&utm_content=0088756e6e7b33c89ac7a649ef60709a33&obOrigUrl=true
https://i.geistm.com/l/FOB_AskAnswer_Topdust?utm_content=5b966af4f2448e684c16e8a0_5b967424f2448e684c16e8ce&bcid=5b967424f2448e684c16e8ce&bhid=5b966af4f2448e684c16e8a0&utm_campaign=OB_D_AskAnswer_Topdust_Female&utm_source=GeistM&obOrigUrl=true
http://misspennystocks.com/trending/celebrity-nurseries-baby-outbrain?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=001a05efe7b71d7503c2def93831c62a6d&utm_medium=$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/what-dating-and-love-is-like-for-10-non-binary-people#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_649ee57f-8646-4e92-b7b6-13e1ecf8c949_cral1-1
https://m.teenvogue.com/story/young-people-who-want-abortions-need-more-than-roe-v-wade#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_649ee57f-8646-4e92-b7b6-13e1ecf8c949_cral1-1
https://m.teenvogue.com/story/young-people-who-want-abortions-need-more-than-roe-v-wade#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_649ee57f-8646-4e92-b7b6-13e1ecf8c949_cral1-1
https://m.teenvogue.com/story/watch-alexandria-ocasio-cortez-dance-selena-gomez-beyonce#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_649ee57f-8646-4e92-b7b6-13e1ecf8c949_cral1-1
https://m.teenvogue.com/story/watch-alexandria-ocasio-cortez-dance-selena-gomez-beyonce#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_649ee57f-8646-4e92-b7b6-13e1ecf8c949_cral1-1
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/yara-shahidi-3-outfits-1-day#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_649ee57f-8646-4e92-b7b6-13e1ecf8c949_cral1-1
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/yara-shahidi-3-outfits-1-day#intcid=recommendations_default-similar2_649ee57f-8646-4e92-b7b6-13e1ecf8c949_cral1-1
https://www.teenvogue.com/


2/2/19, 7(45 AMThe Oakland Community Remembered Nia Wilson With a Vigil Following a Fatal Train Station Attack - Teen Vogue

Page 14 of 14https://www.teenvogue.com/story/oakland-nia-wilson-vigil-fatal-train-station-attack

© 2019 Condé Nast. All rights reserved. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement (updated
5/25/18) and Privacy Policy and Cookie Statement (updated 5/25/18) and Your California Privacy Rights. Teen
Vogue may earn a portion of sales from products that are purchased through our site as part of our Affiliate
Partnerships with retailers. The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or
otherwise used, except with the prior written permission of Condé Nast. Ad Choices

The young
person’s guide
to conquering
(and saving)
the world. Teen
Vogue covers
the latest in
celebrity news,
politics,
fashion, beauty,
wellness,
lifestyle, and
entertainment.

Newsletter Signup

Video

Contact Us

Careers

Sitemap | Accessibility Help | Reprints / Permissions | Condé Nast Store

http://www.condenast.com/
http://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy
http://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy-california
http://www.condenast.com/privacy-policy#privacypolicy-optout
https://www.facebook.com/teenvogue
https://twitter.com/TeenVogue
https://www.pinterest.com/teenvogue/
https://www.instagram.com/teenvogue/
https://www.teenvogue.com/newsletter/subscribe
https://video.teenvogue.com/
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/contact-us
http://www.condenast.com/careers
https://www.teenvogue.com/sitemap
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/accessibility-help
http://www.condenast.com/reprints-permissions
http://www.condenaststore.com/

