
“I Love You, Mom” Donations

Give a Mother’s Day Rescue Gift to
help a refugee mom and her baby.
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BY TAYLOR CRUMPTON ·  MAY 8, 2019

The world is an unkind place for Black mothers. Motherhood for Black women is a spiritual

experience interwoven with a sociocultural lineage of horror. The radical act of birthing new life

into this world could result in our death sentence since we are three times more likely to die

than our white counterparts. Evidenced by Beyonce´ and Serena Williams’ experiences with

pregnancy, the nation’s medical professionals lack the empathy to humanize with Black

mothers who advocate for medical treatment post-pregnancy. 

Enslaved mothers, our maternal ancestors, experienced disproportionate levels of sexual

violence and decided to take their children lives; because they could not bear the sorrows of

bringing an innocent soul into a world of chains. Us, their descendants, carry their generational

trauma within us, yet we continue to call upon their strength, as we navigate through a white

patriarchal centered society. Our wombs possess the inherent ability to produce magical beings

who from their first breath are entered into a historic legacy of sociocultural discrimination. 

In an NPR interview, Dr. Arthur James, an OB-GYN at Wexner Medical Center said, “Black

babies in the United States die at just over two times the rate of white babies in the first year of

their life”. Black babies are born into a world where their mothers encompass the duality of

caregiver and breadwinner, an economic source of support, despite Black women being paid 0.61

cent to the white man’s dollar. If their father is incarcerated, Black women-led households

significantly absorb the financial and emotional costs for their partner’s absence. These acts of

“state violence” defined in an article from Everyday Feminism as violence approved or funded

by the government most often targeting marginalized groups – against Black communities in

America are interwoven into our history, as well as Black mothers efforts to fight against it. 

“The Mothers of the Movement”, a sisterhood of Black mothers unified by the lost of their

children to police violence, organized at the 2016 Democratic National Convention and 2017
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Women’s March to advocate for a policy agenda that ensures no mother should have to bury their

child. Congresswoman Lucy McBath, one of the women involved in the organization,

transformed the pain of her son’s death into political advocacy and sought to transform the

nation’s gun laws, so Black boys are able to enjoy loud music without the fear of being shot. Yet,

there are mothers like Kelley Williams-Bolar whose defiance against an unjust educational

system, where Black students are more likely to attend underfunded and less resourced schools,

are awarded a jail sentence. Our mothers are ineligible for the fragility afforded to white mothers

who allocated thousands of financial resources to secure their children spots into the nation’s

top-ranking higher education institutions.

When are Black mothers are allowed to be angry? A historical analysis of the social conditions for

Black women in the United States presents records of evidence of why our mothers are

untrusting of systems who have dehumanized and vilified our very existence. Yet the physical

manifestation of anger is not met with affordable medical treatment or access to quality mental

supports. In Korryn Gaines case, she was given a series of bullets from Baltimore’s Police

Department. Although she had a history of anger and impulsive behavior, Gaines believed it

originated from her childhood experiences with environment racism; being raised in subpar

housing with high levels of lead, which can produce erratic and aggressive behavior. My heart

mourns for her son who witnessed the banality of evil as police officers took his mother’s life in

front of him, a tragic loss that can never be repaired. I wish to believe in a society where Black

mothers are allowed to enjoy the humanity of our lived experiences, but I find myself mourning

for children I have yet to have because I’m inherently afraid of the future to come.

TOPICS:

CULTURE  OP-ED  BLACK MOTHERHOOD  BLACK MOTHERS  MOTHER'S DAY

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.essence.com/culture/the-horrors-of-being-a-black-mother-in-america/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.essence.com/culture/the-horrors-of-being-a-black-mother-in-america/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=The+Horrors+Of+Being+A+Black+Mother+In+America%C2%A0https://www.essence.com/culture/the-horrors-of-being-a-black-mother-in-america/%3Futm_source%3Dtwitter.com%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_campaign%3Dsocial-button-sharing+via+%40ESSENCE
mailto:?subject=The%20Horrors%20Of%20Being%20A%20Black%20Mother%20In%20America&body=https://www.essence.com/culture/the-horrors-of-being-a-black-mother-in-america/
https://www.essence.com/culture/
https://www.essence.com/op-ed/
https://www.essence.com/tags/black-motherhood/
https://www.essence.com/tags/black-mothers/
https://www.essence.com/tags/mothers-day/
https://www.essence.com/midterm-elections-2018/lucy-mcbath-democratic-candidate-for-georgias-6th-congressional-district/
https://www.essence.com/midterm-elections-2018/lucy-mcbath-democratic-candidate-for-georgias-6th-congressional-district/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/ohio-mom-jailed-sending-kids-school-district/story?id=12763654
https://www.essence.com/news/baltimore-police-fatally-shoot-black-woman/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/maryland-woman-shot-by-police-in-standoff-posted-part-of-encounter-on-social-media/2016/08/02/d4650ee6-58cc-11e6-831d-0324760ca856_story.html?utm_term=.369acd3b0cd8
https://www.vox.com/2016/8/4/12373306/korryn-gaines-lead-exposure-police-shooting
https://www.essence.com/lifestyle/korryn-gaines-son-kodi-video-shooting-baltimore-police/


LOVE & SEX

Remy Ma and Papoose Showed Us Just Why
They Call Their Daugh...

ENTERTAINMENT

Sevyn Streeter Lights Up The Stage At The
First-Ever ESSENCE...

2019 ESSENCE FESTIVAL

ESSENCE Fest 2019: Dreezy, Wale, King
Combs,Young M.A, Augus...

BEAUTY

7 Day And Night Skin Saving Duos To Get You
Through Summer

Our Company

Customer Service

Change Your Address

Contact Us

Job Opportunities

Internships

Media Kit

COMPANY INFORMATION

https://www.essence.com/love/remy-ma-and-papoose-show-us-just-why-they-call-their-baby-girl-the-golden-child/
https://www.essence.com/love/
https://www.essence.com/entertainment/sevyn-streeter-performs-essence-beauty-carnival/
https://www.essence.com/entertainment/
https://www.essence.com/awards-events/2019-essence-festival/essence-festival-after-dark-series-2019/
https://www.essence.com/awards-events/2019-essence-festival/
https://www.essence.com/beauty/7-day-and-night-skin-saving-duos-to-get-you-through-summer/
https://www.essence.com/beauty/
https://www.essence.com/about/
https://subs.essence.com/servlet/CSGateway?cds_mag_code=ESS
https://subs.essence.com/servlet/CSGateway?cds_mag_code=ESS
https://www.essence.com/about/contact/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/essencecommunications/
https://www.essence.com/interns
https://www.directactionmedia.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/ESSENCE-MEDIA-KIT-2019_9.20.18.pdf


ESSENCE.com is part of ESSENCE Communications, Inc.
Essence may receive compensation for some links to products and services on this website. Offers may be subject to

change without notice.
© 2018 ESSENCE Communications Inc. All Rights Reserved. | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Essence.com Advertising

Terms | AD CHOICES

FOLLOW US

Home

Love

Celebrity

Beauty

Hair

Fashion

ESSENCE festival

MORE ON ESSENCE

https://www.essence.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.essence.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.essence.com/advertising-terms/
http://optout.aboutads.info/?c=2&lang=EN
https://facebook.com/essence
https://twitter.com/essence
https://www.instagram.com/essence
https://pinterest.com/essence
https://plus.google.com/+essencemag
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_b9CfN5Yeb_c2hQNRGKXUw
https://www.essence.com/
https://www.essence.com/love-sex/
https://www.essence.com/celebrity/
https://www.essence.com/beauty/
https://www.essence.com/hair/
https://www.essence.com/fashion/
https://festival.essence.com/


Get The ESSENCE Newsletter and 
Special Offers delivered to your inbox

SIGN UP

By clicking Sign Up, you agree to our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.

Email

Get The ESSENCE Magazine
by subscribing below

SUBSCRIBE NOW

https://www.essence.com/terms-of-use/
https://www.essence.com/privacy-policy/
https://subs.essence.com/servlet/OrdersGateway?cds_mag_code=ESS&cds_page_id=228373
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjst9iIOohsdlWUi7WyBxpB4CP9xhkkA2-y9AhXCb_lReGoN3DvIcbCrLchS2O7OlS7TO9gavARO199l4Srzgwyh2fusYCcDOAo_mAR-nzcfawjNgzstXEAzvTvhMidoziGvYY9flj03_5f1DLtOxwq5m6tzLAJBtgeiPOmB9doFdMD23UyzSOhD1wzqyYkm0i6cMFV6jxDOar6GmW8t2uwsvlR7dYrhCKTbVG0h0wj3UqS1cyrh6lrDvOpqFcE0fDCpt&sai=AMfl-YSSCPp8JL-jJN-i4L7YQXsWgAa8FcZBBW5Okm9tPzJHIJkwZcyhzWBJg0Is70QjdIvtL_Mj0Jmulsga3PDdCJ_h-jvURKGjmWKJNdj3CA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzMtkyAoi38ef&adurl=https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/the-solve/id1456346402%3Fmt%3D2

