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NEWS AND POLITICS

Report Reflects on
the Status of Black
Women in the U.S.

They face so many structural barriers.

By Taylor Crumpton

June 12, 2017

Historically, black women

have been leaders in

organizing against social

injustices and securing rights

for their communities. Their

efforts were essential to the

women's suffrage movement

and the Voting Rights Act, and

they are currently at work to

change discriminatory laws

that lessen their ability to

participate in our nation's

political system. The status of

black women is the focus of a
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new report from the Institute

for Women's Policy Research

and the National Domestic

Workers Alliance. The report

aims to develop new policies

and legislation that contribute

to the overall well-being of

black women, and it gives

solutions for amplifying their

voices across the nation.

Compared to all other groups

of women and men who voted

in the 2008 and 2012

presidential elections, black

women voted at a higher rate

and were more likely to vote

than their male counterparts

and white women. Last year's

election saw a drop, however,

though 94% of black women

who voted chose Hillary

Clinton.

Discriminatory legislation

abounds — like the 2013

removal of Section 4 from the

Voting Rights Act, a key

provision that mandated

sections of the country with a

history of racial
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discrimination receive

confirmation from the United

States Court for the District of

Columbia or the attorney

general before making

changes to voting laws. Voter

identification laws have since

passed in some states, and

according to the Government

Accountability Office, have

reduced the turnout among

African Americans and young

voters, threatening their

constitutional right to fully

participate in the nation's

political process.
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According to the U.S. Bureau

of Labor Statistics, 59.7% of

black women participate in

the labor force. More likely to

work low-wage occupations

with minimal control over

their work schedules, black

women — who are more likely

to be in poverty than any

other group besides Native

American women — greatly

benefit from having the ability

to vote early in elections.

Expanding early voting

opportunities directly benefits

communities of color, and

could include opportunities

such as weekend voting, and

voting two weeks prior to

Election Day.

Despite black women's high

voter turnout percentage, they

are underrepresented in

elected offices throughout the

United States because of the

structural barriers in place

that discourage them from

running for political office,

https://www.dol.gov/wb/media/Black_Women_in_the_Labor_Force.pdf
https://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/final_nwlc_lowwagereport2014.pdf
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like lack of support from

political parties and access to

male informal networks,

fundraising challenges, and

because they are less likely to

be recruited to run for office,

according to the report.

Although they received a

higher percentage of voters

than other female

representatives, once in office,

black women representatives

are faced with limited

financial resources and are

more likely to represent less-

affluent majority-minority

districts and minority and

urban constituencies. Due to

their intersections of race and

gender, black women

representatives are more

likely to introduce bills that

represent women's and black

communities' interests.

The report shows that black

women are influential in the

shaping of our nation's

democracy and political

system. Their activism has

http://www.theroot.com/black-female-candidates-face-different-challenges-some-1790876675
https://www.domesticworkers.org/sites/default/files/SOBW_report2017_compressed.pdf
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granted other disenfranchised

communities better voting

access and the right to be

heard in our political process.

To ensure the continuation of

their work in our country's

politics, restrictions like voter

identification laws must be

reversed so their

constitutional right to vote is

fully protected.
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About the Black Vote in the

2016 Election Without

Discussing Voter Suppression
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