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Britteney Black Rose Kapri on Reclaiming Her
Power Through "Black Queer Hoe"

"We are more than the things that tried to break us."

By Taylor Crumpton

September 5, 2018

Haymarket Books

Black women have long been denied the right to find pleasure in sexuality and pleasure.
But thankfully with poet Britteney Black Rose Kapri’s debut anthology Black Queer Hoe,
readers are taken through a deft exploration of these themes with a refreshing and
much-needed candidness.

Audre Lorde spoke about the power of Black womens’ sexuality and bodies in Uses of
Erotic: The Erotic as Power. “The erotic is a measure between the beginnings of our
sense of self and the chaos of our strongest feelings. It is an internal sense of satisfaction
to which, once we have experienced it, we know we can aspire,” she wrote. “ For having
experienced the fullness of this depth of feeling and recognizing its power, in honor and
self-respect we can require no less of ourselves.”

When a Black woman takes ownership over their sex, it’s a powerful act of celebration
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that prioritizes their own self-love and pleasure in a society that often commodifies or
degrades Black bodies. Karpi’s Black Queer Hoe is a reclamation, as she explores Black
women’s navigation through this world and their sexual liberation through her own
identity as a young Black queer woman. Teen Vogue spoke with Kapri about her
anthology, what she hopes to achieve with the collection, and more.
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Teen Vogue: How did you arrive at the title Black Queer Hoe?

Britteney Black Rose Kapri: Pro Black, Pro Queer, Pro Hoe is the cornerstone for
everything I believe in. I have it as a tattoo. If your art does not include feminism and
revolution, then it’s not for me. It started as tweets and then it became a tattoo, then it
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became shirts, and then I decided it was a book.

TV: You’ve included tweets from your personal account into the anthology.
What lead you to this decision?

BBRK: Honestly I think people don't give Twitter enough credit as a writing tool.
Twitter forced everyone to learn how economize and edit their words. For myself, there
was a period where I wasn't really writing “poem” poems and constantly comparing
myself to more successful friends. I wasn't getting published, I wasn't booking shows, I
wasn't doing anything to work towards my artistic career, or so I thought. I was tweeting
every day, posting on Facebook, and one day I realized I had built a serious following on
social media. Folks that regularly looked to my pages for witty commentary on politics,
relationships and every day bullsh*t. One day I took a step back and looked at all the
vignettes I was leaving across Twitter. I realized that I needed to do something with
them, and honestly half of my poems started off as 180 characters on Twitter.

TV: Black Queer Hoe talks about the journey of sexuality and queerness for
young black women. Can you talk about how your personal experience
influenced the collection of poems?

BBRK: Gwendolyn Brooks once said, "I wrote about what I saw and heard in the
street...there was my material." Black Queer Hoe is a book about my own experiences, in
hopes that readers could see themselves in reflections of my experiences. I do not know
the ways in which people had to learn how to survive in their own skin, and it’s not my
place to try and pretend I do.

TV: The first page in the collection begins with your tweet “Pro Black. Pro
Queer. Pro Hoe.” And the final page ends with your tweet, “Today is a day
where I publicly twerk on things because I’m black, and mad and I want to.”
Does this reflect your journey of being a Black Queer Hoe?
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BBRK: I think those tweets just sum up my love for not giving a fck about anyone's
opinions. This is me, take it or fck off.

TV: What do you hope to achieve with Black Queer Hoe?

BBRK: I hope young women writers reclaim, reimagine, or rewrite all the things that
have been said to harm them. We are more than the things that tried to break us, and
hopefully, they too can throw in a little vulgarity and a lot of humor.

This interview has been edited for clarity.

Related: Black Girl Magic Editor Jamila Woods and Poet Safia Elhillo on Putting a
Spotlight on Black Women
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