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NEWS AND POLITICS

Barack Obama
Changed Blackness in

the United States
"Thank you for teaching me the power and

importance of being my authentic self."

By Taylor Crumpton

August 4, 2017

WASHINGTON, DC - DECEMBER 14: (L-R) Malia Obama, Sasha Obama, U.S.
President Barack Obama, and First Lady Michelle Obama speak onstage at TNT
Christmas in Washington 2014 at the National Building Museum on December 14, 2014
in Washington, DC. 25248_001_0604.JPG (Photo by Theo Wargo/WireImage)

Getty Images

In this op-ed, writer Taylor

Crumpton explains the

personal impact Barack

Obama's presidency had on

her as a young black person

in the United States.

I was in the eighth grade when

Barack Obama ran for

president of the United States.

At the time, I did not
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https://www.teenvogue.com/contributor/taylor-crumpton
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssAPlJUDbbm5C2sxngJtEbOQcyySLB45b1fyTPInGrM4FvU6mzriiYuq_8_zsTNVHUZHZiPX6-t2lfoNRBC5SPkQ4HdkAbInvNFEi64-kzVBBA2I-WwX18olN-wnnEE4GJalMYk6Oko6lNHdUYjQgooYxjAD1PgcTjBhpysKuSgP2-_-uR5ztNZ27wlXMvUdOjPPX-PCFAqj35CDtv4YL1Sk5G3dP1JYMXNh0kP0vdPavpIheUmD4WjZ36gMO6KChxreAE6ALA2EQQG6iUqrSDW2LoDZf9gXcU-Vo2vj_YHqa6YFCSccFZ2WJ-m3SXSmJu1hfTmuYLm-ERviLDqnBM0k0d3&sai=AMfl-YS9em71d4XICv-leZS4XZUiPRz2r2wy33MSNKtTxNb5D8bgRnPVwnzjRohY_34N7XxIzcH6IRI68ls4t0xI2kWzkE0bMqjOu4iPvra-SnfIFkAkzVBY2OhVvr1NL-4j6Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFeY07Sw6mRx&urlfix=1&adurl=https://d.agkn.com/pixel/2389/%3Fche%3D514029753%26col%3D22083900,5102965,235723930,433372134,109847928%26l1%3Dhttps://www.macys.com/shop/product/clinique-id-collection%3FID%3D7135746%26CategoryID%3D30078%26cm_mmc%3Ddis-_-W8120004_JAN1_PROMO_COSM_VP_CLINIQUE_ID_DISPLAY_14079-_-235723930-_-20190106_20190202%26m_sc%3Ddis%26m_id%3DW8120004_14079%26m_si%3D5102965%26m_pi%3D235723930%26dclid%3D%25edclid!


2/2/19, 7(51 AMBarack Obama Changed Blackness in the United States - Teen Vogue

Page 3 of 12https://www.teenvogue.com/story/barack-obama-changed-blackness-in-the-united-states

comprehend the social and

historical significance of his

presidential campaign: He

was the seventh black person

to run for president and the

first to win, but at my

predominantly white middle

school, we didn’t learn about

his predecessors, like Shirley

Chisholm and Jesse Jackson.

All I knew was that someone

who looked like me had an

opportunity to hold the

highest political office in the

country.

He started by running against

Hillary Clinton for the

Democratic nomination and

continued into his debates

against Sen. John McCain, the

Republican nominee. I was

watching every step of the

way. My mother promised I

could stay up late to watch the

political coverage on CNN, but

only if I did my homework and

practiced my music for band

before the nightly news came

on. (I owe the former
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president a thank you,

because I made A’s in my

classes that year.)

TRENDING NOW

Best Friend Tag
with Zendaya

and Zink
Coleman

His campaign encouraged me

to understand politics in our

nation and the history of

African-Americans, outside of

the required materials

concerning civil rights and

Black History Month in my

classes. I dug into the

literature of black writers and

poets who came before me,

exploring the untold stories of

http://video.teenvogue.com/watch/besties-best-friend-tag-with-zendaya-and-zink-coleman
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/53918/power-56d233adafeb3
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Black Wall Street and the true

history of the Black Panther

Party. The more I read, the

more I became comfortable in

my racial identity. Being the

token African-American in my

school, I had grown

accustomed to racist

comments being spat at me by

white male and female

classmates. But the

acquisition of my history and

Obama’s campaign instilled a

genuine sense of pride that

helped me navigate through

some of the ignorance around

me. I saw Obama as the

epitome of poise and grace, an

example of the ability to

persevere and advance in a

system that works against you

and a sociopolitical culture

that views black bodies as less

than human, through others

who may not recognize you as

an equal, but an object.

On November 4, 2008, I sat in

the living room with my

mother and grandmother,

https://www.colorlines.com/articles/its-been-96-years-white-mobs-destroyed-tulsas-black-wall-street
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Black-Panther-Party
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who was born in rural central

Texas in the 1930s. She has a

middle school education, as

the social and economic

policies of her time kept black

communities in the fields

instead of the classrooms. Her

daughter, my mother, was

born into generational poverty

and instilled within me the

importance of a college

education, since she was not

financially able to attend a

university. My family’s lives

were shaped by decades of

social and economic policies

that were designed to keep

people and communities of

people that look like us — and

Barack Obama — as second-

class citizens.

As I saw him and his family

walk onto the stage to deliver

his victory speech, tears ran

down my grandmother’s face.

She whispered to God,

thanking him for keeping her

alive to see the moment. The

hope he instilled into

http://rooseveltinstitute.org/african-americans-and-new-deal-look-back-history/
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generations of African-

Americans in this country was

the purest form of black joy

and pride, and I saw it in that

moment.

I was inspired by Obama to

make a difference and

empower my community. He

spoke of the importance and

value of young people who get

involved in our democracy to

shape this nation, working to

benefit all of us instead of a

select few. I was only 13, but I

decided I would be a part of

that generation he

passionately spoke about.

His success could not have

been reached without Michelle

Obama, a woman whose

intelligence and elegance

helped black girls everywhere

feel beautiful. Together, they

ADVERTISEMENT



2/2/19, 7(51 AMBarack Obama Changed Blackness in the United States - Teen Vogue

Page 8 of 12https://www.teenvogue.com/story/barack-obama-changed-blackness-in-the-united-states

showed the world what black

love looks like. But as a

president, he had his faults.

He practiced respectability

politics in speeches directed at

black communities, asking

them to not blame white

people for their problems. He

deported more undocumented

people than any president

before him. He utilized drones

that killed thousands of

innocent civilians. But

because of President Barack

Obama, I tuned in to

government and recognized

how it can work for the people

in ways it seemingly never had

before — and moving forward,

that requires us to organize,

elect, and center diverse

policymakers and influencers.

Obama encouraged me to

advocate for those whose

voices have been historically

silenced, to be confident in my

blackness, to rally against

injustice, and to make change.

I know now that we need a

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2013/05/how-the-obama-administration-talks-to-black-america/276015/
http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/obamas-deportation-policy-numbers/story?id=41715661
http://www.teenvogue.com/story/obamas-drone-warfare-is-something-we-need-to-talk-about


2/2/19, 7(51 AMBarack Obama Changed Blackness in the United States - Teen Vogue

Page 9 of 12https://www.teenvogue.com/story/barack-obama-changed-blackness-in-the-united-states

statehouse, congressional

delegation, and judiciary that

reflects the changing

demographics of the United

States. We cannot continue to

allow decisions about our

bodies, families, and futures

to be made by representatives

who do not share our

experiences or those who base

judgement on patriarchal,

Anglo–White supremacist

assertions. Though his

presidency is over, on his 56th

birthday, I write to President

Barack Obama with love.

Thank you for teaching me the

power and importance of

being my authentic self.

Related: President Barack

Obama Was Black and

Imperfect

Check this out:

http://www.aaihs.org/this-is-a-country-for-white-men-white-supremacy-and-u-s-politics/
http://www.teenvogue.com/story/president-barack-obama-was-black-and-imperfect
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